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BONNET SHORES MASTER PLAN
INTRODUCTION

In the winter of 1998, the Bonnet Shores Long Range
Planning Committee invited the firm, Newport
Collaborative Architects, Inc. (NCA) , in association with
Pawlowski Associates, to assist the Bonnet Shores commu-
nity in preparing a comprehensive Master Plan.

The Bonnet Shores community undertook this Master Plan
process motivated by several concerns, including: growtfu
protection of open space, preservation of existing character,
and the need for guidelines to direct planning for the
future.

With these issues in mind, a year-long community-based
planning process began. The process was a collaborative
effort between the residents and property owners of Bonnet
Shores, members of the Long Range Planning Committee,
Town of Narragansett officials and the consultants.
Funding for the planning process was provided by State

and Town sources.

The final Master Plan document is the product of commu-
nity meetings, surveys and workshops in which literally
hundreds of Bonnet Shore residents participated during the
sununer of 1999. This Master Plan report is very much the
result of the enthusiastic participation of those who care
about Bonnet Shores. All of the issues identified, recom-

mendations made, and guidelines for implementation and
maintenance are the result of mutual collaboration.

The Master Plan is intended to provide a long-range con-
text in which future decisions can be considered. In this
way, those responsible for making decisions about the
future of Bonnet Shores can maintain the focus of goals and
objectives reached through consensus.

Conceptual entry plan showing traffic calming measures

Nevu Vnlrance Tmffrc-calnrlng Snaillt€ Past
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Rumbla $trlp

Proposed new entrance with planting, signage and pavement treatments
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MASTER PIAN VISION

The aision for the Bonnet Shores community's future includes protecting and preseraing the existing charac-

teristics that defne Bonnet Shore* These include'the scahe of buildings and strbets, styles of housing, commu-

nity diaersity, priaacy and the strong feeling of cqmmunity and neighborliness, .Enair;onmental characteris-

tics that should be protected and enhanced include the beacltes, clffi, scenic aiezns and existing open spflces.

vAru Ep cgMMU N lT!' CHARACTERISTICS

Bonnet Shores is a small-scale community within the Town

of Narragansett, It is almost exclusively residential, with a

mix of year-round and seasonal (primarily summer) resi-

dents.

Bonnet Shores is rich in outstanding natural resources.

Bounded by Narragansett Buy on two sides and facing

Conanicut Island to the east, it offers spectacular views of

the Atlantic Ocean and the bay. With Wesquage Pond in its

midst and ample open spaces, the existing natural features

and other amenities have collective value to residents'

The architectural character of Bonnet Shores is varied, with

styles ranging from grand Colonial Revival and Tudor

homes to cozy Cape Cod style homes, and even an area of

log cabins. This mix contributes significantly to the com-

munity's special character.

There are also many publicly-owned amenities which are

the financial responsibility of the Fire District. These fea-

tures and amenities include:

and meetings

east-faCing swirnmitg area

the community

The Bonnet' Shores Land Trust, establisehed in 1991

through an Act of the Rhode Island General Assmebly, is a

,rorr-piofit entiw that receives donations of land for the

preservation of open space.

The Bonnet Shores Beach Club is a member-owned sepa-

rate entity with a management structure located within the

Fire District.

Picturesque architecture and close proximity to the sea make Bonnet Shores special'
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In 1928 Bonnet Shores was envisioned by its developers as

a summer resort to rival Ner,r'port in prestige and ameni-

ties. Flo\A'ever, the stock rnarket crash in 1929 and the

Depressiorr scaled Cer elopment to a more modest level.

The criEinal ].laster Plan for Bonnet Shores included a golf

: -- -; t- s : :. n ::' . l'-rl. and a pavilion consistirg of cabanas and

:;.:- --., -:s:s at the sandy beach. There was also a club

-' : is. cn Bonnet Shores Road where social activities for

:€s:rierrts of the community were held.

Tire 1938 hurricane partially destroyed the old club house

and the remaining portions were converted into three sep-

arate homes, which still stand today. A new club was

f orrned, located on the edge of Wesquage Pond and

\ arragansett Buy.

Growth continued, with sulnrxler houses gradually con-

verted to year-round Llse, so that by 1960 there were over

100 wintertzed residences. In 1999 there were over 850

houses, with the potentiatr for over 200 rlevb' ones on devel-

opable, vacant lots.

{erial view of Bonnet Shotres.
Inset right is early photo of the club house.


