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January 25, 2024      Verdantas Project 029.P000021414 
 
Carol O’Donnell 
Board Chair  
Bonnet Shores Fire District 
130 Bonnet Shores Road 
Narragansett, RI 02882 
 
RE:  Proposal for Engineering Services 

Bonnet Shores - Flood Mitigation Engineering Services 
Narragansett, RI 

 
Dear Ms. O’Donnell: 
 
As Bonnet Shores Fire District (BSFD) seeks to develop long-term, sustainable flood 
mitigation solutions, Verdantas stands ready and eager to assist. We understand that 
BSFD has conducted dredging between Bonnet Shores Beach and Wesquage Pond to 
alleviate flooding in the past. In your efforts to implement longstanding flood prevention 
and habitat restoration, our team offers custom solutions to meet your project goals.  
 
In addition to providing BSFD engineering expertise, Verdantas can assist with grant 
applications for project funding. We understand that BSFD was successful in securing 
grant funds from the RIDEM Narragansett Bay Watershed Restoration Fund (BWRF) in 
2018 to support previous dredging efforts. We are aware that funding is again available 
through the BWRF and the RI Green Bond to assist in the implementation of projects that 
promote restoration of Rhode Island’s waters and watersheds.  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Verdantas proposes to perform the following to evaluate the flooding issues at the Site 
and to support preparation of a competitive BWRF grant application for flood 
prevention and habitat restoration: 
 

• Review Available Data and Information 
• Develop Hydraulic Model(s) 
• Develop and Assess Potential Alternatives  
• Prepare Scope and Cost Estimate(s)  
• Provide Grant Application Preparation Support 

 
The grant will seek funding for sediment evaluation, dredging plan preparation, natural 
resources permitting, construction plans and bid document preparation, construction / 
project implementation, construction administration and oversight, and final 
documentation and as-built preparation. 
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Completion of the scope of work summarized above and outlined below shall be 
conducted in coordination with area stakeholders including the Town of Narragansett, 
the Rhode Island Department of Transportation, the Bonnet Shores Beach Club, the 
Audubon Society of Rhode Island, the Coastal Resource Management Council 
(CRMC), the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), and the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management (RIDEM). 
 
SCOPE OF WORK 
 
Task 1 Review Available Data and Information 
 
Available data will be reviewed to better understand the frequency and timing of 
flooding events, relative pool levels and tidal elevations, sediment characteristics, and 
other design criteria and limitations. If available, the following information will be included 
in the review: 
 

• Water Level Data (both typical and times series data) 
o Both the small and large (east and west) ponds and the ocean 

• Topography (natural ground and roadways) 
• Structure/Culvert Details (dimensions and elevations) 
• Sediment gradations 
• Discharge data 
• Parcel Maps 
• Anecdotal information regarding observations during flood events  

o Ex. seasonality of inland flooding conditions versus beach side flooding 
events that push sediment into channel 

o Ex. requires 3 days to drain pond after flood event 
o Ex. condition of equalization system between ponds 

• Future climate data 
o Local sea level rise trends and projections 
o Local precipitation trends and projections  

 
Most of the data needs outlined above were gathered during the 2018 BWRF dredging 
project. Verdantas will seek input from local stakeholders to update specific information 
(i.e. anecdotal information) as needed to support Task 2 modeling. 
 
Task 2 Develop Hydraulic Model(s) 
 
The development of a simplified hydraulic model or models will provide an assessment 
of flow capacity through existing culverts and bridges. The models will also enable us to 
evaluate changes in capacity under varying upstream and downstream stage 
conditions. Existing hydraulic models used in previous studies may be used as a starting 
point to increase efficiency of this task.  
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Task 3 Develop and Assess Potential Alternatives 
 
Results from the existing conditions modeled in Task 2 will highlight areas where flow 
capacity is limited and areas where flood mitigation alternatives can be implemented. 
Our team will develop an initial list of mitigation concepts.  A preliminary screening of 
these concepts will then be performed to assess feasibility and to select up to three (3) 
of the most promising flood mitigation alternatives.  Screening may include technical 
evaluations, identification of stakeholders’ concerns, and high-level cost estimates to 
aid in the decision-making process. After preliminary screening of the alternatives is 
performed, Verdantas will present the alternatives to the BSFD for discussion and 
selection of a preferred alternative.  If more than one alternative is identified, Verdantas 
will include further evaluation of the alternatives in the scope of work for the grant 
request.  
 
As part of the development of alternatives for the flood resiliency portion of the project, 
Verdantas will consider resilience to future sea levels and precipitation, fish passage, 
nutrient loading, and aquatic habitat management including restoration of wetland 
functions, vegetated upland buffers, and invasive species control. 
 
Task 4 Prepare Scope and Cost Estimate(s)  
 
Verdantas shall determine the next steps needed to select the preferred alternative 
and to develop a long-term solution design, develop the rough order of magnitude 
cost estimate for future work, and to prepare any necessary exhibits to be included in 
the grant application. This task will also identify design criteria/constraints that will need 
to be evaluated under the grant and stakeholders to be involved. Additional criteria 
may include endangered or protected species impacted by flood mitigations, 
sustainability of the proposed alternative, and other environmental concerns.  
 
Task 5 Provide Grant Application Preparation Support  
 
Verdantas shall provide BSFD support in the grant application process and prepare 
technical exhibits to be included in the grant application, as requested. The 
anticipated scope of work to be included in the grant request will likely include 
sediment evaluation, dredging plan preparation, CRMC and ACOE permitting, 
contractor bid document preparation, construction / project implementation, 
construction administration and oversight, and final documentation and as-built 
preparation.  We shall also identify complementary funding opportunities as may be 
needed to support the recommended flood mitigation and restoration solution.  
 
ADDITIONAL WORK (IF APPLICABLE) 
 
Additional work beyond the Scope of Work defined herein shall not be performed until 
such time as an amendment to this Scope of Work has been prepared in writing and 
approved by the BSFD.  
 
Specific items not within the Scope of Work on this project include, but are not limited to 
the following:  



January 25, 2024 
 

   4  1005 Main Street, Suite 8120, Pawtucket, RI 02860  |  verdantas.com 

 
• Design phase services for preparation of drawings and technical specifications 
• Permitting services 
• Field activities including, but not limited to, wetlands delineation, site survey, 

hazardous materials identification, and geotechnical investigations 
 

Many of these services may be needed to implement the recommended solution and 
shall be included in the technical scope outlined in the grant application. 

BSFD’S RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
BSFD shall provide the following:  
 

• Access to site and coordination with stakeholder personnel 
• Available gauging or data outlined in Task 1 above 
• Correspondence between BSFD and stakeholders relative to coastal 

management efforts 
 
SCHEDULE 
 
Verdantas is prepared to initiate activities for this project immediately upon receipt of 
written authorization from BSFD to proceed. We anticipate that this Scope of Work can 
be completed within 45 days of authorization to proceed.  Task 5, grant application 
support, shall be initiated upon authorization and completed concurrent with Tasks 1–4. 
This will enable the grant application to be submitted prior to February 28, 2024.  
 
Our timeline for completing the work assumes we can proceed with activities at a pace 
controlled by Verdantas.  The actual schedule will depend on the response time of 
stakeholders and the availability or collection of data outlined in Task 1.   
 
PROJECT BUDGET 
 
Based upon the information and assumptions listed in this Scope of Work, the estimated 
costs for the tasks identified in this Scope of Work are as follows: 
 
Scope of Work COST 
  
Task 1: Review Available Data and Information $  7,100 
Task 2: Develop Hydraulic Model(s) $  4,500 
Task 3: Develop and Assess Potential Alternatives $13,800 

  Task 4: Prepare Scope and Cost Estimate(s) $  7,900 
Task 5: Provide Grant Application Preparation Support $  5,200 

TOTAL: $38,500 
 
Verdantas will provide these services on a time and materials basis, with labor charged in 
accordance with the enclosed Hourly Rate Schedule. The costs are based upon 
information described in this Scope of Work and our familiarity with the anticipated 
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requirements and objectives of the project.  If project conditions are identified to be 
significantly different or more complex than described in this Scope of Work, we reserve 
the right to revisit our Scope of Work and costs.  
 
AUTHORIZATION AND TERMS 
 
The work performed under this proposal shall be governed by the enclosed Standard 
Terms and Conditions. If the proposed SOW, project costs, and contractual terms are 
acceptable to you, we request that you return one signed copy of this letter to us as 
written authorization to proceed.  
 
Project costs will be invoiced monthly until project completion. Payment of all invoices 
will be due within 30 days of the invoice date. This SOW, Verdantas’ Standard Terms and 
Conditions, and Hourly Rate Schedule shall constitute the entire agreement between us. 
This SOW is valid for a period of 30 days. 
 
We look forward to working with you on this project and appreciate the opportunity to 
be of service to you. If you have questions or comments regarding the contents of this 
letter or the enclosed materials, please feel free to contact us at (401) 728-6860.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
VERDANTAS LLC 
 

      
 
Jeffrey Plante, PE Mark House  
Principal, Senior Consultant Associate Vice President 
Engineering Director Senior Program Manager   
 
Enclosures: General Terms and Conditions 
   Hourly Rate Schedule 
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AUTHORIZATION by BSFD for: 
 
Proposal for Flood Mitigation Engineering Servies 
Bonnet Shores Fire District 
130 Bonnet Shores Road 
Narragansett, RI 02882 
 
 
SIGNATURE: ___________________________________________________DATE:_____________ 
 
PRINTED NAME: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Verdantas LLC - General Terms and Conditions   

1.  Definitions.  As used in this Agreement, the following definitions apply:  

1.1.  “Agreement” means these General Terms and Conditions, any Proposal accepted or authorized by Client, and any 
Task Order amendments or supplements thereto and executed by both Parties. 

1.2.  “Claims” means any and all liabilities, claims, suits, losses, damages, fines, penalties, and costs, including reasonable 
attorney’s fees and other legal fees and related legal expenses. 

1.3.  “Proposal” means a document prepared by Consultant by which Consultant offers to perform specific Services for 

or on behalf of Client. The Proposal shall describe the scope of Services offered and provide an estimated budget for the 
Services. The Proposal may also include a proposed project schedule and related details regarding the Services.   

1.4.  “Services” means the work performed or to be performed by Consultant pursuant to an accepted Proposal and 
executed Task Order and includes all Consultant work product. 

1.5.  “Site” means any site upon which or in relation to which Services may be performed. 

1.6.  “Task Order” means a document by which Client authorizes Consultant to provide specific Services as set forth in a 
Proposal. The term Task Order may refer to a Work Order, Purchase Order, Requisition for Services, Authorization, Notice to 

Proceed, or other equivalent document. 

1.7.  “Project” means the reasonably related Services and tasks outlined in the applicable accepted Proposal(s) or executed 
Task Order(s), and relevant amendments thereto, and encompasses all activities, deliverables, objectives, and milestones that  
the Consultant is contracted to complete within the agreed-upon timeframe and budget. 

2.  Project Authorization and Contract Documents.   

2.1.  During the Term of this Agreement, Client may periodically request Consultant to provide Proposals to perform 
professional Services for or on behalf of Client. In response to each such request, Consultant shall prepare a Proposal that 
integrates this Agreement and describes the proposed Scope of Services and associated fees and submit the Proposal to 

Client for its consideration. Depending on the Services to be offered, the Proposal may contain supplementary terms that 
modify the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement. If the Proposal is acceptable to Client, Client may authorize 
Consultant to proceed with the Project by executing the Proposal and returning it to Consultant. Alternatively, Client may 

authorize the Project or a mutually-acceptable portion thereof, by Client preparing, or requesting Consultant prepare, a Task 
Order, as defined herein, for execution. 

2.2.  For any specific Project, in the event of an inconsistency between the terms of this Agreement and the terms of 
Consultant’s Proposal or the terms of a Task Order, the terms and/or conditions of the document most recently executed by 

both Parties shall control. 

2.3.  Unless expressly stated otherwise in a Proposal, the fees, costs, and schedules in the Proposal constitute 
Consultant’s estimated costs and estimated schedule for the Services. These estimates  are not guaranteed. Consultant shall 
inform Client if it determines at any time that a material change to the nature, time, cost, or extent of Services is require d or 

advisable. No material change will be made without Client’s consent except pursuant to Section 13, below.  

2.4.  The Services for specific projects may be revised as agreed upon by the Client and Consultant which may, depending 
on the revision and its timing, be set forth in a Task Order incorporating the scope and cost of the revised or additional work. 

The new, revised, or amended Task Order shall be effective upon execution by both Consultant and Client.  

3.  Term and Effective Date. The Agreement shall be  effective the date it  has been signed by both Parties and shall continue in 
force and effect for a period of three (3) years or until (i) all Task Orders have been completed and all Consultant’s  invoices 
have been paid in full, whichever is longer; (ii) the Agreement is terminated by either Party; or (iii) the Agreement has been 

modified, or the Term has been extended, by a writing executed by both Parties. 

4.  Force Majeure. 

4.1. Consultant’s fees, costs, and schedule are subject to equitable adjustments, up to and including termination of the 

Agreement, for delays caused by occurrences or circumstances beyond Consultant’s reasonable control, such as fires, floods, 
earthquakes, strikes, riots, war, terrorism, threat of terrorism, acts of God, acts or regulations of a governmental agency, 
emergency, security measures or other circumstances, including, without limitation, unusual weather  conditions (“Force  
Majeure”).  
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4.2. If Consultant determines in its sole discretion, based on circumstances surrounding a Force Majeure event and its 
effect on the Services, that the health or safety of its personnel or its subcontractors’ personnel is or may be at risk, Consultant 
shall have the right to temporarily cease providing its Services, and after consultation with Client and obtaining Client’s 

approval, to take such measure as Consultant deems necessary to protect personnel, the environment, or property, at Client's 
expense. 

5.  Hazardous Substances; Reporting Obligations; General Risks. 

5.1.  Unanticipated Hazardous Substances. 

A. Hazardous substances may exist at a site where there is no reason to believe that they  are present 
(“Unanticipated Hazardous Substances”). The Parties agree that the discovery of Unanticipated Hazardous 
Substances constitutes a changed condition and may require a renegotiation of the Scope of Services, an adjustment 

of the schedule or estimated costs, or termination of the Task Order. Consultant shall notify Client as soon as 
practicable should Unanticipated Hazardous Substances be encountered. 

B. Client waives any claim against Consultant and agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold Consultant harmless 

from any Claim for injury or loss arising from Consultant’s discovery of, or responses to, Unanticipated Hazardous 
Substances. 

C. In the event that samples or materials are collected as part of the Services, and the samples or materials 
contain hazardous substances or constitute hazardous waste, as defined by federal, state, or local statutes, 

regulations, ordinances or related requirements, Consultant will, after completion of testing, (i) return such samples 
and materials to the Client, or (ii) using a hazardous waste or hazardous materials manifest signed by Client as 
generator, have such samples and materials transported to a location selected by Client for final disposal. Client 
agrees to pay the costs associated with the storage, transport, and disposal of such samples and materials. Client 

hereby assumes all potential liability as generator of the waste, including liability under CERCLA for arranging for the 
disposal of the hazardous substances. 

5.2.  Reporting Immediate Threats. 

A. In accordance with individual states’ general laws and regulations (collectively “State Programs”), the 
performance of the Services under the Agreement may require  Consultant to act as a state-certified or registered 
professional with certain professional obligations owed to the public, including, in some instances, an independent 
duty to report the existence of certain environmental conditions, discharges or threats of releases or circumstances 

that in Consultant’s  professional judgment pose an imminent threat to public health or the environment 
(“Immediate Threat”). Consultant will report any such Immediate Threats it discovers and its assessment of the 
significance of the Immediate Threat to the Client so that the Client can report to the proper regulatory authorities.  

B. If the Client fails to promptly report an Immediate Threat to the proper authorities as required by law,  

Consultant shall inform Client that it reasonably believes that Consultant has an independent legal or ethical 
responsibility to do so, citing the regulatory or ethical requirement in writing. If the Client still fails to report the 
Immediate Threat, Consultant may report such to the authorities. Client agrees that Consultant shall not incur 

liability for making any such disclosures or reports. 

C. Client acknowledges that Consultant’s obligations under the State Programs may conflict with the interests 
of the Client. The Client agrees that Consultant shall be immune from all civil liability resulting from any actual or 
alleged conflict between the interests of the Client and the requirements of the State Programs. The obligations of 

this paragraph shall extend also to any federal obligations imposed upon Consultant in connection with the Services. 

5.3.  General Risks.  Client recognizes that special risks exist and “guarantees” cannot be expected under the Agreement, 
specifically in Consultant’s determinations regarding the composition of a site’s subsurface including the existence or non -

existence of hazardous or regulated substances Consultant cannot eliminate these risks or guarantee any particular result. 
Client acknowledges that an increased scope of investigation may reduce, but not eliminate risk. The passage of time also 
affects the information presented in the report. Consultant opinions are based upon the scope of Services performed and 
the information and observed site conditions that existed at the time Consultant’s opinions were formulated.  

5.4.  Waste Containment. If hazardous or toxic waste, hazardous materials, hazardous chemicals or compounds, or 
hazardous substances, or waste regulated by local, state, provincial or federal law, including, without limitation, any sampl ing 
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materials such as drill cuttings and fluids or asbestos (“Waste”) are encountered by Consultant, Consultant shall have the 
option, but not the obligation, to appropriately containerize the Waste and either (i) leave the containerized Waste on Site 
for proper disposal by Client or (ii) using a manifest signed by Client as generator, assist Client with transportation of the 

Waste to a location selected by Client for disposal. Client acknowledges that at no time does Consultant assume authority 
over the transportation or disposal of, or title to, or the risk of loss associated with, the Waste. Client agrees to indemnify 
and defend Consultant Indemnitees from any and all Claims (including, without limitation, any liability derived from any loca l, 

state, provincial or federal law) in any way related to Consultant’s assistance with the storage, transportation, or disposal of 
the Waste, except to the extent such Claims result from Consultant’s gross negligence or willful misconduct.  

6.  Labor Rates. 

6.1.  For Services charged on a time-and-material or cost-reimbursable basis, labor, costs, and expenses will be billed to 

Client as indicated in the Proposal or Task Order. 

6.2.  All labor rates are subject to periodic adjustment by Consultant. If labor rates are not stated in the Proposal, 
Consultant’s standard labor rates in effect at the time Services are performed shall apply.  

6.3.  If Services covered by the Proposal are subject to taxes or fees (except income taxes), such costs will be charged to 
and reimbursed by Client. A handling and administrative charge of 15% will be added to all subcontractor or subconsultant 
expenses. 

7.  Invoices and Payment. 

7.1.  Services shall be invoiced monthly, or as otherwise set forth in the Proposal or Task Order. Unless otherwise agreed in 
writing, invoices will be payable within thirty (30) days of receipt by the Client. If the Client objects to any portion of an invoice, 
the Client shall notify Consultant in writing within seven (7) business days from the date of receipt of the invoice, and sha ll 
state the reasons for the objection, and timely pay the portion of the invoice that is not in dispute. The Parties shall work 

together in good faith to settle the disputed portion of any invoice. If any billing and payment dispute cannot be resolved 
within thirty (30) days of Consultant’s receipt of written notice thereof,  Consultant may pursue all legal and equitable 
remedies under applicable law in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

7.2.  Consultant may furnish opinions of probable cost, financial evaluations, feasibility studies, economic analyses of 
alternate solutions, and utilitarian considerations of operations and maintenance costs (collectively, “Opinions of Probable 
Cost”). Opinions of Probable Cost prepared by Consultant hereunder will be made on the basis of Consultant’s experience and 
qualifications and will represent Consultant’s judgment as an experienced and qualified design professional. Consultant does 

not represent, warrant, or guarantee the accuracy of such estimates and shall not be liable should actual costs differ from 
issued Opinions of Probable Cost. 

7.3.  Invoiced charges not paid within the time periods set forth in Section 7.1, shall be deemed delinquent and accrue 
interest at a rate of one and one-half percent (1.5%) per month, or the maximum amount allowed by applicable law, 

whichever is less. Late payments shall be first applied to accrued interest and then to unpaid principal. Interest charges will 
not apply to any disputed portion of an invoice, to the extent the dispute is resolved in favor of the Client. 

8.  Termination.  

8.1.  Either Party may terminate the Agreement for cause by written notice to the other Party (i) upon breach by the 
other Party of a material obligation under the Agreement, (ii) if the other Party goes into bankruptcy, is liquidated or is 
otherwise unable to pay its debts as they become due, or (iii) if the other Party resolves to appoint or has appointed for it an 
administrator, receiver or other similar officer affecting the Party’s business, property or assets in a manner that affects or 

could affect the Party’s ability to pay its debts as they become due or its ability to fulfill its obligations under this Agreement 
or a contract integrating this Agreement.  

8.2.  If the Agreement is terminated by either Party for cause, Consultant shall cease provision of Services. Any termination 

for cause will be effective only if the terminated Party is given (a) at least 10 calendar days’ written notice of termination, (b) 
opportunity to consult with the terminating Party before the termination date, and (c) reasonable opportunity to cure the 
breach. The foregoing notwithstanding, if Client fails to pay any invoice within 10 business days of its due date, Consultant 
reserves the right to stop performance of the Services immediately upon notice to Client of its non -payment.  

8.3.  Client may terminate the Agreement for its convenience upon five (5) business days’ written notice to Consultant, in 
which event Client shall pay all fees and expenses for  Services accrued as of the termination date and Consultant’s reasonable 
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costs resulting from termination, including, without limitation, demobilization costs, as detailed in a final invoice.  

9.  Insurance. 

9.1.  During the term of this Agreement, Consultant shall, at its own expense, maintain and carry the insurance as set 

forth below. Consultant will furnish certificates of such insurance or policy declaration pages upon request.   

TYPE LIMITS 

Worker’s Compensation Statutory Limit 

Employer’s Liability  
Bodily Injury by Accident  
Bodily Injury by Disease  

Bodily Injury by Disease 

 
$1,000,000 
$1,000,000 Each Employee 

$1,000,000 Policy Limit 

Commercial General Liability including Contractual Liability, 
Broad Form Property Damage, and Completed Operations 

$1,000,000 (Combined Single Limit) 
$2,000,000 (General Aggregate) 

Automobile Liability, including Bodily Injury/Property for 

Owned, Hired, and Non-Owned Vehicles 

$1,000,000 

(Combined Single Limit) 

Professional Liability (Errors and Omissions) 

Per Claim Aggregate 
Contractor’s Pollution Liability Coverage 
Per Claim Aggregate 

 $5,000,000 

 $5,000,000 
 $5,000,000 
 $5,000,000 

Excess Liability (Umbrella Form) $5,000,000 

9.2.  Upon written agreement of the Parties, Consultant may procure and maintain additional insurance coverage or 

increased policy limits at Client’s expense. 

10 .  Indemnification; Limitation of Liability. 

10 .1 .  Consultant shall indemnify Client, its affiliates and their respective directors, officers, and employees (individually, a 
“Client Indemnitee” and collectively, “Client Indemnitees”) from and against Claims arising out of the Agreement, to the 

extent Claims are caused by the negligence, breach of contract, or willful misconduct of Consultant.  The foregoing does not 
include Client’s attorney’s fees or other fees. 

10 .2 .  Client shall indemnify Consultant, its affiliates and their respective directors, officers, employees, and contractors 
(individually, an “Consultant Indemnitee” and collectively, “Consultant Indemnitees”) from and against Claims arising out of 

the Agreement, to the extent Claims are caused by the negligence, breach of contract, or willful misconduct of Client. The 
foregoing does not include Consultant’s attorney’s fees or other fees. 

10 .3 .  No Consultant Indemnitee will be liable to a Client Indemnitee or any third party for the creation, existence or release 
of any type of hazardous or toxic waste, material, chemical, compound or substance, or any other type of environmental 

hazard, contamination or pollution, whether latent or patent, or the violation of any law or regulation relating thereto, existing 
at a Site prior to commencement of the Services (“Pre-Existing Condition”), and Client shall indemnify and defend Consultant 
Indemnitees from Claims sustained in connection with a Pre-Existing Condition except to the extent the Pre-Existing Condition 

is exacerbated by the negligence or willful misconduct of a Consultant Indemnitee. 

10 .4 .  Neither Party shall be liable to the other, including without limitation, insurers, for any lost, delayed, or diminished 
profits, revenues, business opportunities or production or for any incidental, collateral, special, indirect, punitive, exemp lary, 
financial, consequential, or economic losses or damages of any kind or nature whatsoever, however caused regardless of 

whether the Client Indemnitee or Consultant Indemnitee, as applicable, knew or should have known of the possibility of such 
losses or damages. 

10 .5 .  In no event will a Consultant Indemnitee be liable to a Client Indemnitee or anyone claiming by, through or under it, 

including without limitation, insurers, for any amount in excess of two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) in the 
aggregate. To the maximum amount permitted by law, Consultant shall have no liability if Client fails to initiate legal 
proceedings within twelve (12) months of the performance of the  Services. Client releases Consultant Indemnitees from any 
damages sustained by Client in excess of the amount stated in this Section, and to the maximum extent permitted by law, 

from any claim that it is the subject of proceedings not initiated within the time period specified in this Section.  



  

General Terms & Conditions Page 5 of 7  
December 2023 

  

Verdantas LLC - General Terms and Conditions   

10 .6 .  The provisions of this Section 10 will (i) apply to the fullest extent allowed by law, and (ii) survive the completion of 
Services and the expiration, cancellation, or termination of the Agreement. 

11 .  Standard of Care. 

11 .1 .  Consultant’s Services shall be performed using the degree of care and skill ordinarily exercised by other members of 
the engineering and science professions providing substantively similar Services in the same locality and time, subject to th e 
time limits and financial and physical constraints applicable to the Services and Project.  Consultant makes no representations 

and provides no warranties or guarantees other than those expressly set forth herein. Any implied representations, 
warranties, or guarantees are expressly disclaimed. 

12 .  Client Responsibilities.  

12 .1 .  Client shall assist Consultant in connection with Services as reasonably necessary, including, without limitation, as 

specified in the authorized Proposal. If applicable to the Services, Client will provide Consultant: 

A. Clean, secure, and unobstructed space at the Site, as applicable and available, for Consultant’s and its 
subcontractors’ equipment and vehicles. 

B. Specifications (including, without limitation, facility schematics, Site schematics, engineering drawings and 
plot plans) detailing the construction of underground and aboveground facilities located at the Site that pertain to 
Consultant’s Services or are necessary to enable Consultant to perform the Services.  

C. Approval of each specific location for boring, drilling, excavation or other intrusive work and identification 

of concealed or underground utilities, structures, obstructions, obstacles, or sensitive conditions before Consultant 
commences work at the location. If Client does not identify the location of the concealed and underground items or 
approve each location of intrusive work, Client shall indemnify and defend Consultant against any harm, injury, or 
damages arising out of or related to contact with such hazards. 

D. Selection of any hazardous waste transporter and disposal facility and arrangements for execution of the 
waste generator portion of any bill of lading, waste manifest, waste profile and related documents. 

E. All information related to the Services in Client’s possession, custody or control reasonably required by 

Consultant or which Client knows would affect the accuracy or completeness of Services.  

12 .2 .  Site Access. 

A. Client shall provide reasonable ingress to and egress from the Site for Consultant and its subcontractors 
and their respective personnel, equipment, and vehicles, including but not limited to obtaining any, site access, 

consents or easements and complying with their terms. If Client does not own the project site, Client warrants and 
represents to Consultant that Client has the authority and permission of the owner and occupant of the project site 
to grant this right of entry to Consultant. 

B. Client acknowledges that Consultant’s ability to comply with the schedule for performance of Services is 

contingent upon timely and complete Site access. Consultant shall not be responsible for damages or delays arising 
from the Client’s actions or inactions regarding Site access. Depending on the Services to be performed in connection 
with the Project, Consultant’s Proposal may require that an authorized, knowledgeable representative of the Site 

owner be present during some or all of the on-site activities.   

C. Unless otherwise expressly agreed in writing by the parties, Client is responsible for Site security.  

12 .3 .  Client warrants and represents that all information provided by, on behalf of, or at the request of Client or any 
governmental agency to Consultant (including any Consultant subcontractor), shall be accurate and complete.  

Consultant has the right to rely on such information, without independent investigation, verification, or inquiry.  

13 .  Change Orders. 

13 .1 .  Consultant shall complete its Services as set forth in the authorized Proposal or Task Order unless modified in writing 

by Client and Consultant (“Change”). Consultant shall be entitled to equitable adjustment in compensation and 
schedule based on the agreed to changes. 

13 .2 .  In the event of a Change, the Client may choose to: (i) authorize completing the Services as originally defined; (ii) 
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authorize additional funds to complete the revised Proposal or Task Order; or (iii) request that provision of Services 
cease upon reaching a specific expenditure level. If option (iii) is selected, then Consultant will turn over such data, 
results and materials completed at the authorized level. Regardless of which option is selected, Client agrees to pay 

Consultant for all work properly performed, and Consultant and Client shall both continue to fulfill their obligations 
under this Agreement. 

14 .  Use of Name. Client authorizes Consultant to use Client’s name, and a general description of the Services and subject matter  

thereof, as a reference for prospective clients and projects. 

15 .  No Third-Party Reliance. Except as provided otherwise herein, the authorized Proposal, the applicable Task Order, or is 
subsequently agreed in writing by Consultant, the Agreement does not, and is not intended to, grant to any person other than 
Consultant and Client any benefit, right or remedy hereunder. Unless otherwise expressly agreed by Consultant in writing, Client will 

not provide Consultant’s work product to any third party, and no third party will have the right to rely on the Services or Consultant’s  
Work Product. If a court determines, notwithstanding this Section 16, that a third party has the right to rely on Services, to the fullest 
extent allowable under applicable law, such reliance is subject to the limitations included in the Agreement. Client agrees to indemnify, 

hold harmless and defend Consultant Indemnitees against Claims resulting from a Client Indemnitee directly or indirectly providing 
Consultant work product to a third party absent Consultant’s prior express written consent. 

16 .  Work Product.  

16 .1 .  Client agrees that Consultant shall retain ownership rights in all deliverables conceived, developed, or made by 

Consultant and its affiliates during performance of the Services including all documents, data, calculations, field 
notes, estimates, work papers, reports, materials, methodologies, technologies, know- how and all other 
information prepared, developed, or furnished by or on behalf of Consultant (“Work Product”). Client 
acknowledges and agrees that Consultant shall maintain all ownership rights in technical information, inventions, 

discoveries, improvements, and copyrightable material, made or conceived by Consultant prior to its commencing 
performance of the Services or developed by Consultant outside the scope of the Services. 

16 .2 .  Upon its receipt of payment in full for the Services, Consultant shall grant Client a non-exclusive, royalty-free license 

to use such work product only for the Project, as specified by the authorized Proposal or applicable Task Order, for 
the purposes for which was prepared by Consultant.  

16 .3 .  Work Product is created solely for the purposes of Consultant’s performance of the Services. Any unauthorized 
changes made by Client to, and any re-use by Client of, the Work Product, shall be at Client’s sole risk and without 

liability to Consultant and Client shall indemnify and hold Consultant harmless against any all claims, suits, actions 
or damages related to such use of Work Product by Client. 

16 .4 .  Consultant makes no warranty as to the compatibility of the electronic data included in Work Product for any 
operating system, software, or software version other than that stated in a specific project Proposal or Task Order. 

By accepting electronic data, Client acknowledges the risks and waives any and all claims against Consultant in the 
event of incompatibility or alteration of Work Product by an operating system or software not due to the actions 
of either Party. 

17 .  Severability. If one or more provisions of this Agreement is determined to be invalid, unlawful, or unenforceable in whole or in 
part, the validity, lawfulness, and enforceability of the remaining provisions (and of the same provision to the extent enforceable ) will 
not be impaired, and the Parties agree to substitute a provision as similar in intent to the subject provision as possible without 
compromising the validity or enforceability of the substitute provision. 

18 .  Governing Law; Conflict Resolution. 

18 .1 .  The Agreement is governed by and shall be construed in accordance with the laws of  the state in which the Project is 
located. The state courts in which the Project is located have exclusive jurisdiction and venue over all disputes arising out of the 
Agreement and is deemed to be the place of performance for all obligations under the Agreement. The Parties waive any objection 
to this section on grounds of inconvenient forum or otherwise. 

18 .2 .  The Parties agree that all disputes arising under the Agreement shall be submitted to nonbinding mediation unless the 
Parties mutually agree otherwise. The Parties agree to waive their rights to a jury trial of any conflict related hereto.   

18 .3 .  All causes of action, including but not limited to actions for indemnification, arising out of or relating to Consultant’s work 
shall be deemed to have accrued and the applicable statutes of limitation shall commence to run not later than either: (i) th e date 
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of substantial completion of the Services, for acts or failures to act occurring prior to substantial completion, or (ii) the date  of 
issuance of Consultant’s final invoice, for acts or failures to act occurring after substantial completion of the Services. 

18 .4 .  As to any dispute involving Client or the subject matter of the Services in which Consultant is either not a named party or 
not at fault, Client shall reimburse Consultant for any reasonable attorney’s fees, other legal fees and expenses, and other costs 
incurred and the time of Consultant’s personnel spent in responding, defending, or participating in subpoenas, depositions, 
examinations, appearances or production of documents/records.  

19 .  Miscellaneous. 

19 .1 .  Interpretation. Words in the singular include the plural and vice versa. Section captions are for convenience only and do 
not affect the meaning or construction of the terms set forth in this Agreement. A reference to a specific item as included within a 
general category does not exclude items of a similar nature, unless expressly stated otherwise. 

19 .2 .  Non-solicitation. During the term of this Agreement and for one year thereafter, Client will not target and then hire any 
Consultant professional providing services to Client under this Agreement. Without limiting any damages or other remedies, 
immediately upon any breach of the foregoing, Client will pay Consultant an amount equal to 50% of Consultant professional’s ending 
annual salary with Consultant. 

19 .3 .  Subcontracts. Consultant may subcontract all or any part of the Services without the prior written approval of Client, but 
such subcontracting shall not relieve Consultant of any of its obligations under this Agreement. 

19 .4 .  Entire Agreement. The Agreement, including approved Proposals and applicable Task Orders, constitutes the entire 
understanding between the Parties and the full and final expression of such understanding, and supersedes all prior and 
contemporaneous agreements, representations, or conditions, express or implied, oral, or written.  

19 .5 .  Waiver; Amendment. A provision of this Agreement may be waived, deleted, or modified only by a document signed by 
the Parties stating their intent to modify the Agreement. 

19 .6 .  Survival. Sections 7, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 and all provisions of this Agreement that by their nature would usually be 
construed to survive an expiration or termination shall survive the expiration or termination of the Agreement. 

19 .7 .  Notices. Unless Consultant is directed otherwise, any required Notices provided hereunder will be made in writing to the 
persons identified in the Proposal and delivered by electronic mail, first class mail, or such services as may be agreed by the Parties. 

19 .8 .  Relationship of Parties. The Agreement does not give either Party the authority to act as an agent or partner of the other 
Party, or to bind or commit the other Party to any obligations. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 
a partnership, joint venture, agency, trust, or other association of any kind. Language. Client hereby confirms and agrees that this 
Agreement and all documents relating hereto be drafted in English.  

 



 

 
Northeast  08/26/2023 

VERDANTAS LLC 
NORTHEAST AREA 

2023-2024 STANDARD BILLING RATE SCHEDULE 
 

Professional Services 
Hourly 
Rate Support 

Hourly 
Rate 

Program Manager $215.00 Project Administrator $86.00 
Senior Program Manager $225.00 Technician I $83.00 
Senior Consultant $226.00 Technician II $93.00 
Senior Consultant, Engineering $236.00  Technician III $103.00 
  Senior/Master Technician $113.00 
Geologists, Hydrogeologists,     
Scientists, Compliance Specialists  CAD/GIS/Data Management  
Staff Scientist I $108.00 Senior Project Designer $150.00 
Staff Scientist II $118.00 Project Designer $135.00 
Staff Scientist III $137.00 CAD Designer I-II $120.00 -130.00 
Project Manager I $147.00 CAD Technician I-III $100.00 -120.00 
Project Manager II $162.00 Senior GIS Analyst $150.00 
Senior Project Manager $182.00 GIS Analyst I-II $120.00 -130.00 
Senior Scientist $182.00 GIS Technician I-II $100.00 -$115.00 
  Senior Data Manager $150.00 
Engineering  Data Manager $135.00 
Staff Engineer I $130.00    
Staff Engineer II $141.00    
Staff Engineer III $163.00    
Professional Engineer $179.00    
Project Manager I, Engineering $179.00    
Project Manager II, Engineering $182.00    
Senior Engineer $203.00    
Senior Project Manager, Engineering $203.00    
 
NOTES: 

1. Expert testimony at trial or depositions will be billed at two times the standard fee schedule rate. 

2. Standard billing rates are reviewed no less than annually and may be adjusted at those times. 

3. A separate fee schedule for field equipment and in-house supplies is available. Please note that 
the field equipment and supplies schedule will be updated periodically 

4. Subcontractors and other project expenses are billed in accordance with the specific project 
agreement. Mileage, for personal vehicles, will be billed at the current United States Internal 
Revenue Service reimbursement rate. 
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